Morphometric and meristic characteristics of the specimen include: Body spines erectile with 2 roots, 2 spines dorsally wholly on caudal peduncle, 34.5 cm total length, 28 cm standard length (SL), 9.3 cm head length (3.01 times in SL), dorsal and anal fin pointed, 20 pectoral-fin rays, 16 anal-fin rays, 10 spines between the lower jaw and the anus; total weight 994.6 g.
Both specimens from the Azores were dissected for stomach content and gonad analyses. Both had empty stomachs and were adult females in a temporary break of their gonadic development. Gonadosomatic (GSI) and hepatosomatic (HSI) indices assumed the following values:
• for specimen No. 1: GSI = 0.0024, HSI = 0.0694;
• for specimen No. 2: GSI = 0.0090; HSI = 0.0914. These values indicate an increased liver weight typical of a reproductive resting period.
On 24 July 2002 the first record of Diodon eydouxii for the north-eastern Atlantic was reported (see Azevedo et al. 2004 ). Both Azorean specimens clearly differ in their colouration from the Pacific form, especially concerning the marked distinction between the white belly and the dark blue back, which is not so well defined in Pacific specimens (Froese and Pauly 2014) . It is also visible that the Azorean specimens have longer spines than those from the Pacific. The Pacific form may represent a distinct species; more material is needed to examine a possible separation in the future. In that case, Diodon eydouxii would be the valid name for the eastern Pacific populations, while Diodon bertolettii de Lema, de Lucena, Saenger et De Oliveira, 1979, considered a junior synonym of the former by Leis (1986) without explanation, should be re-established for the Atlantic populations since it is probably a valid species. Only a few western Atlantic specimens and none south Atlantic ones were seen by Leis (2006) .
Usually, Diodon species are pelagic only in their juvenile stages and are solitary; however the porcupine fish D. eydouxii is essentially pelagic and forming schools (Leis 1978) . This schooling behaviour, associated with the recent occurrence of two specimens in two different Azorean islands suggests that the species is probably more common in this area than previously thought and more captures are certainly to be expected. Thus, special attention is to be given to surface long-line fisheries bycatch in order to increase the chance of collecting more D. eydouxii specimens and therefore to contribute in a better understanding of their ecological role in this part of the north-eastern Atlantic.
At a first glance, this note suggests an erratic/occasional occurrence of Diodon eydouxii in this area. However, we think that the species is more common than it appears due to its pelagic habits. A possible explanation for its apparent rarity may reside in misidentifications with D. hystrix and/or accidental catches being discarded at sea by local fishermen. This second specimen also raises the hypothesis of the species being in a process of establishing itself around the Azorean islands.
